in past. Four representatives from Iran representing university of Tehran and University of Nishapur presented paper on Sasanian Navigation and Maritime Trade, showed pottery of Iranian Maritime Trade from ports of Persian Gulf, on the basis of written records from the Ports of Mahrouban and Siraf, Iran a discussion on the maritime trade of Persian Gulf and India was also done. A visit to the departments museum fascinated the participants with its varied collection of ceramics, potteries, coins, beads, weights, stone tools etc recovered from diversified regions in south India.
On the third Day (8 th Feb) of the conference special lectures by Prof. Vijayalakshmi, Dr. Preeta Nayar, Dr. J.S. Kharakwal (Sahitya Sansthan, JRN Rajasthan Vidyapeeth, Udaipur), Dr. Sila Tripathi (NIO, Goa) covered a wide range of topic discussing the evidences of Jews in the Indian Ocean Trade of Medieval period, evidences of Intaglios from Pattanam was also presented to trace the maritime connection, paper dealing with the timber used in Ship Building & evidences from Kanmer indicative Harappan Trading Center were also dealt in this session. Maritime trade and associated activities covering a wide range of topic and evidences from Sri Lanka were presented by eleven representatives from different academic and research institutions. These papers put forward ruins of Shiva and Buddhist Temples from the Seabed of Trincomalee, papers throwing light on ancient navigation, port city of Mantai (Mahatittha) continuity beyond the Assumed Demise were also presented. In Indian context papers dealing with ship building in Colonial South India, Varanasi as a Trading Centre of India during 3rd century BCE to 3rd century CE, history of Chaul Port of Konkan, Geospatial Techniques and Archaeological Evidences from Saurashtra coast, Sasanian Contacts with the Vakatakas' Realm with Special Reference to Nagardhan, Beliefs, Believers, Rituals and System related to Ship Wrecks in the Early Indian Ocean Trade and the Origin of Orthodoxy Religious Identity were well presented.
On the fourth and last day (9 th Feb) of the conference special lecture by Prof. Alok Kumar Kanungo (IIT, Gandhinagar) enlightened the participants with the evidences of external trade in Nagaland with probable use of oceans as the trade routes. The last special lecture of conference was delivered by Dr. V. Selvakumar (Tamil University, Tanjavur) where he talked about the Water Craft and Navigation in the Inland Waters of South India. In the series of paers presented by the participants Diplomatic Relations between Kollam and China; Megaliths of Kerala and their Mediterranean-West Asian Connections gave a glimpse of ancient travel and trade route of southern Kerala as gleaned from Shuka Sandesham and Unnuneeli Sandesham; Examples of Maritime Archaeology from Andhra Pradesh -was also explored; using the foreign travelogues and epigraphs especially from Kollam an insight into the trade and socio-cultural Life in Venad was presented. Using the archaeobotanical remains a glimpse of the travel route of millets, cashew and other agricultural produce were discussed by the representatives from Birbal Sahni Institute of Palaeosciences, Lucknow. The conference concluded with the words of organizers of the conference Prof. Ajit Kumar, Prof Preeta Nayar, Prof. Abhayan and Prof Rajesh where they expressed their heartfelt gratitude for making the conference a grand success.
